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Happy New Year to our 
readers and advertisers

by Peter McMillan

Worries over 
'creeping 
urbanisation'

Continued on Page 2

Parish councillors fear “seemingly 
relentless” planning applications will 
lead to “creeping urbanisation” in their 
village.

Members of Whittington Parish 
Council have increasingly aired their 
concerns in the wake of applications 
submitted while major development 
continues nearby under the South 
Worcestershire Development Plan 
(SWDP).

That includes new housing at 
Whittington Walk.

Parish council chairman Steve 
Burrows said: “One of the unique 
features of Whittington village is its 
semi-rural nature, a little bit of green 
lung right next to Worcester city.

“The last 10 years have seen the 
gradual – and, in the case of large 
estates of hundreds of houses, not so 
gradual - erosion of our countryside 
environment and its wildlife.

“We are also very conscious of the 
plans under SWDP 2 to build thousands 
of houses and industrial estates right 
up to junction 7 of the M5 and on to 
Whittington parish, destroying more 
of the beautiful countryside that is 
accessible from Whittington.”

He added: “The parish council are 
alarmed at the seemingly relentless 
planning applications to build on green 
spaces in the village which, whilst often 
small and individual, are having the 
effect of a creeping urbanisation when 
taken as a whole.

“We fear that, soon, Whittington 
will become just a suburb of an urban 
sprawl that spreads from Worcester to 
Pershore.

“We look for support from 
Wychavon planning committee 
in preserving the village aspect of 
Whittington and will be scrutinising 
applications very carefully in future.”

Fingers crossed for panto
Amateur performers were keeping their fingers crossed 
that their pantomime could go ahead against the 
uncertainty of the pandemic.
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